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License Plate

The SeaTurtle License Plate was first offered for sale
in February 1998 and quickly became one of the most
popular specialty platesin Florida, raising over $1 million
annually. Atjust$23.00 pertag, the turtle plate isalso one
of the least expensive specialty platesin Florida.

Approximately 70% of the funding generated by sales
of the tag goesto the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conserva-
tion Commission's (FWCC) Marine Turtle Protection
Programto supportresearch and managementactivities
related to seaturtles. Approximately 30% isdistributed to
the Sea Turtle Grants Programto supportseaturtle
research, conservation, and education projects that benefit
Floridaseaturtles. The Sea Turtle Grants Programis
administered by the non-profit Caribbean Conservation
Corporation.

Florida Warine Turtle Woymm

The Marine Turtle Protection Programincludes staffin
the Habitatand Species Conservation Program (HSC)
andthe FloridaWildlife Research Institute (FWRI). HSC
marineturtle staff integrate scientific datawithapplied
habitat management for the purpose of increasing wildlife
populations. HSC staff are responsible forimplementation
andevaluation of marine turtle recovery and management
plans, including development of proposed rulesand
regulationsto safeguard critical habitats or to reduce
adverse populationimpacts. FWRI marine turtle staff
conductresearch onthedistribution, abundance, life
histories, ecology, migrations, and threatsto marine turtles
inFloridaand contiguous western Atlantic and Caribbean
waters. FWRI staff also coordinate the Florida Sea Turtle
Strandingand Salvage Network, which s responsible for
gathering dataon dead or stranded sea turtles and the
nesting beach survey programsaround the state.
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Funded by aportion of revenues from Florida's Sea
Turtle Specialty License Plate, the Sea Turtle Grants
Programdistributes funds each year to supportseaturtle
research, conservation and education programs through-
outFlorida.

In 1995, astatewide effort was initiated by the non-
profit Caribbean Conservation Corporation (CCC) to
establishaFloridaSea Turtle Specialty License Plate to
provide apermanent funding source for the state's Marine
Turtle Protection Program. Thanksto the effortsof CCC
and other Floridaseaturtle groups, in 1997, the Florida
Legislature (Statute 320.08058 (19)) authorized the
creation ofaSea Turtle Specialty License Plate to pro-
mote the conservationand protection of Florida's sea
turtles.

The Sea Turtle Grants Program awarded over
$250,000 in 2005, over $270,000 in 2006, and nearly
$265,000in 2007.

WMake a ﬁiﬁ[emnce

Floridaisanimportant place for the endangered and
threatened seaturtles of the world. Seaturtles neston our
beaches, forage for food in our estuaries, andall too often
wash-up dead onour shoreline. Florida Fishand Wildlife
Conservation Commissionstaff are dedicated to protect-
ingseaturtlesinFloridaand learningas much as possible
aboutthe biology and life history of these elusive animals.

Ifyouare gettinganew license plate, selectthe
attractive seaturtle plate featuring aloggerhead hatchling
crawlingtowardsthe surf.

Ifitistimeto renew, make the switchtoaseaturtle
plate foryour vehicle. Ifyoualready have aseaturtle
license plate, you canrenew itonline athttp://
express.hsmv.state.fl.us/.

Whenyou placeaSea Turtle License Plate on your
car, you'll be doing your partto ensure the survival of
these magnificentanimals.

Tolearnmore aboutthe Sea Turtle License Plate and
the Sea Turtle Grants Program, visit

www.helpingseaturtles.org
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